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Introduction. The mission of Catholic schools is linked to the 
evangelizing thrust of the Church in proclaiming Christ to the world 
to transform society. However, most Catholic institutions nowadays 
are confronted with issues on the deterioration of values, migration of 
qualified teachers to public schools, and decline in enrolment, posing 
threats to the Catholic identity and mission, operational sustainability, 
and quality of teaching and learning (Bual & Madrigal, 2018; Madrigal 
& Oracion, 2019). To address these problems, the Catholic Educational 
Association of the Philippines (CEAP) developed the Philippine Catholic 
Schools Standards (PCSS) to help these schools in the country revisit 
and re-examine their institutional practices according to the identity 
and mission of the Catholic Church. Hence, this paper assessed the 

quality of Catholic education of diocesan schools in the Province of Antique in the light of Catholic 
identity and mission, leadership and governance, learner development, learning environment, and 
operational vitality domains of PCSS.  Also, it sought to find out whether a significant relationship 
exists between the age, sex, length of service, and designation of assessors and their quality 
assessment on Catholic education.

Methods. The descriptive-correlational design was used to assess the quality of Catholic education 
of diocesan schools in the Province of Antique in the light of the domains of PCSS during the school 
year 2019-2020.  Also, the quality assessment was correlated with the demographics of the assessors. 
A total of 120 school personnel responded to the study: the whole population of 7 administrators, 
18 non-teaching personnel, and 95 basic education teachers determined through stratified random 
sampling. The data were collected through a standardized PCSS questionnaire and rated as follows: 
1- initially meets benchmark, 2 – partially meets benchmark, 3 – fully meets benchmark, and 4 – 
exceeds benchmark. The descriptive and inferential analyses were employed in analyzing the data, 
particularly the Mean, Standard Deviation, Eta correlation, and Pearson r.

Results. The level of quality education in the diocesan schools in Antique was generally rated 
as “fully meets benchmark.” Interestingly, all domains were also rated “fully meets benchmark.”  
Correspondingly, the full benchmark rating indicates that these diocesan schools fully adhere to the 
quality standards set by PCSS, as supported by the exceptional documentary evidence. However, 
continuous improvement is needed since they did not meet the exceeding benchmark. In terms 
of correlation, the results showed no significant relationship between the quality assessment and 
the school personnel’s age, sex, and length of service.  In other words, these demographics do not 
influence their judgment on the quality assessment of Catholic education. However, in the context of 
designation, there is little, if any, relationship which manifests that the positions of the personnel in 
the school slightly affect their rating on the quality assessment.

Conclusion. The diocesan schools achieve the quality of Catholic education when they meet the 
exceeding benchmarks. Moreover, they can fulfill this when they religiously adhere to the quality 
standards of the PCSS and the continuous improvement of all aspects of operation relative to the 
domains.  Furthermore, to excellently maintain the Catholic identity and evangelizing mission of the 
diocesan schools, the strong alignment of the educational objectives, programs, and governance with 
the directions of the Church along with the common understanding of the stakeholders is essential.  
Hence, regular induction and collaboration should be in place. Meanwhile, to ensure the operational 
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viability and sustainability of diocesan schools, the adherence of the leaders to the directives of 
the government, the retention of qualified and committed teachers, and the continuous faith and 
professional formations of the personnel are vitally necessary.

Practical Value of the Paper. The study encourages future researchers to explore more on the five 
areas of PCSS standards to fully understand the factors that affect the quality of Catholic education. 
The findings of the study have provided the researcher with the basis in the formulation of an 
Enhanced Catholic Education Plan for the continuous growth and development of the diocesan 
schools relative to the offering of quality education. 
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