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the correlation among awareness and extent practices on disaster risk
preparedness of maritime students.

Methods. A descriptive-comparative and correlational research examined the relationship between
awareness and practices on disaster risk preparedness of the maritime students of St. Therese MTC
Colleges during School Year 2018-2019. Using stratified random sampling, 312 students participated
in the study. The data was gathered using the Office of Civil Defense Disaster Risk Preparedness
Manual (2015). Mean, Standard Deviation, t-test, and Pearson r were used to analyze the data.

Results. The findings of the study revealed that the level of awareness on disaster risk preparedness
of the maritime students is generally very high when grouped according to academic programs, in
the areas of fire and natural hazards such as typhoon, flood, thunderstorm, storm surge, landslide,
earthquake, tsunami, volcanic eruption, and tornado. Moreover, the extent of the practices on
disaster risk preparedness as a whole is very high when students are grouped according to academic
programs, in the areas of fire and natural hazards such as typhoon, flood, thunderstorm, storm
surge, landslide, earthquake, tsunami, volcanic eruption, and tornado. Comparatively, there is no
significant relationship between awareness and extent of practices on the disaster risk preparedness
of maritime students in the areas of fire and natural hazards such as typhoon, flood, thunderstorm,
storm surge, landslide, earthquake, tsunami, volcanic eruption, and tornado. Moreover, it was found
that there is a significant relationship between the awareness and extent of practices on the disaster
risk preparedness between the Bachelor of Marine Transportation (BSMT) and Bachelor of Marine
Engineering students in the areas of fire and natural hazards such as typhoon, flood, thunderstorm,
storm surge, landslide, earthquake, tsunami, volcanic eruption, and tornado.

Conclusion. The school program on disaster risk preparedness of maritime students, awareness,
and practices is essential in fostering a better level of awareness and extent practices on disaster
risk preparedness of students. Teachers, as well as the administration, have a huge responsibility in
designing programs to create substantial awareness and practices on disaster risk preparedness to
the school community, and also to ensure and protect students from unwanted incidents either inside
the campus or on their way to school, which suggest that education is an essential factor in reducing
the impact of natural disasters and intensified education and awareness inculcate a culture of disaster
preparedness in students and empower them to the make right decisions in times of emergency. The
very high level of the extent of practices on disaster risk preparedness of the maritime students shows
that students are consistently aware and prepared for any disaster that will come their way. It implies
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that the maritime students are fully aware and have great practices on disaster risk preparedness
based on the findings.

Practical Value of the Paper. The study significantly contributes to the few existing literature on
the awareness and extent practices on disaster risk preparedness of maritime students. In addition,
the findings of the study may also serve as a basis for school administrators in implementing school
programs, which can help improve the students’ awareness and practices regarding disaster response.
Finally, this study may serve as an eye-opener for other researchers to conduct the same topic in the
broader scope and coverage.
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