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Introduction. Kohlberg’s moral development theory focuses on 
the thinking process that occurs when one makes a moral decision. 
Kohlberg had identified three stages of moral development: Pre-
conventional, Conventional, and post-conventional. Moral reasoning, 
as perceived to be a factor in the decision-making, is a rational act 
guided by moral principles. It is a subjective evaluation related to 
practical reasoning, where one justifies the idea based on how a 
person views various thing. Moreover, decisions rely on reasoning; 
moral reasoning is related to making a congruent decision when a 
person creates preference takes more courage in deciding whom to 
elect during elections. Voting preferences can be affected by certain 
factors such as influences of peers, media, family, and Church/religious 
community. Political leader preference is described as a judgment 

based on evaluations and observations through interaction with political content. It may also refer 
to a political or philosophical opinion on an individual pertained to be a candidate for leadership. 
Like the Senior High School (SHS) students, some new voters are easily swayed by some politicians. 
The purpose of this study is to determine the level of moral reasoning and the degree of preference 
for a political leader of SHS students when grouped according to sex, family monthly income, age, 
and church ministry involvement. Specifically, it also compares the degree of preference for political 
leaders when grouped according to variables and correlates moral reasoning and preference for 
political leaders. Likewise, it explores other factors that influence the political leaders’ preference. 

Methods. This study used the descriptive-correlational research design. In finding the level of moral 
reasoning and the degree of preference, descriptive analysis was used. For significant difference and 
relationship, correlational design and inferential analysis were used. The participants of the study 
were grade 11 students using stratified random sampling. Data were gathered using a researcher-
made questionnaire. The questionnaire underwent validation and reliability testing. Mean, Standard 
Deviation, frequency count, percentage distribution, Mann Whitney U test, and Spearman rank 
correlation were used to analyze the data.

Results. The level of moral reasoning of the SHS students as a whole and when grouped according to 
age, sex, family monthly income, and church ministry involvement is post-conventional. Meanwhile, 
the degree of preference for a political leader as a whole and grouped according to the variables 
is very high. There is no significant difference in the degree of preferences for the SHS students’ 
political leaders when they are grouped according to the mentioned variables. On the other hand, 
there is a significant difference in the degree of preferences when they are grouped according to 
sex; female students have higher results than male students. The overall assessment showed no 
significant relationship between moral reasoning and the degree of preference for a political leader. 
Finally, family ranks first as influencer to political leaders’ preference of students, followed by media, 
peer, and the church.

Conclusion. Senior high school students are at the post-conventional level, which is the highest in 
Kohlberg’s stages of moral reasoning. Regardless of the variables, students have a similar preference 
in selecting for a political leader. This implies that students are very much aware of the possible 
effects of their decisions. Moreover, the absence of significant relationship between moral reasoning 
and political preference signifies that the preferences of students in terms of political leaders is is not 
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associated with their moral reasoning. Instead, moral reasoning could just be one factor, a result of 
an influence, or an entirely different concept.

Practical Value of the Paper. The findings of the study are of considerable value to Social Science 
teachers in educating the students of the concepts of government, history, economics, and civic 
ideals, especially in exercising their rights to suffrage. Also, the Social Science coordinator may 
allocate a budget for students and teachers’ training program. School administrators can implement 
a new way of educating students about voting. Finally, this research can be a useful reference for 
future researchers who would plan to make any related study focusing on the variables that are not 
part of this study.
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