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Introduction. One of the goals of education is to develop learners 
with strong reading and comprehension skills. Memorandum No. 
173 s. 2019 of the Department of Education strongly encouraged all 
elementary and secondary public schools to intensify their advocacy 
for independence in reading in all grade levels and align the promotion 
of reading culture as the key in closing achievement gaps in producing 
productive citizens. It is a fact that many Filipino learners struggle to 
meet the standards in English communication and language. Given 
the literature gap, this study determined the level of context clues 
knowledge and level of reading comprehension skills of Grade 10 
students in the three-class programs: Basic Education Curriculum (BEC), 
Science Technology (STE), and the Strengthened Technical Vocational 

Education Program (STVEP) of a public junior high school in the Division of Bacolod City.  The 
study also determined the difference in the level of context clues knowledge and level of reading 
comprehension skills of the students when grouped according to class programs and explored the 
relationship between context clues knowledge and reading comprehension skills.

Methods. Descriptive, comparative, and correlational design was used in this study.  Using stratified 
random sampling, 246 Grade 10 students enrolled in a public high school in the Division of Bacolod 
City during the school year 2019-2020 were the respondents. Through a validated and reliability-
tested researcher-made questionnaire, data were obtained, which underwent descriptive analysis 
using the Mean and Standard Deviation in determining the level of context clues knowledge and 
reading comprehension skills as a whole and grouped according to class programs. To determine the 
significant difference in the level of context clues knowledge and reading comprehension skills when 
the respondents were grouped according to class program, comparative analysis using Kruskal-Wallis 
and Dunn’s test was employed. To examine the relationship between context clues knowledge and 
reading comprehension skills, correlational analysis using Spearman rank correlation was utilized.  

Results. Findings revealed that the level of context clues knowledge as a whole is average, signifying 
an acceptable level of context clues knowledge.  When grouped according to class programs, BEC 
resulted in average or acceptable, STE got very high or excellent, and STVEP had very good levels. 
For the level of reading comprehension, the result as a whole is expanding or acceptable reading 
proficiency skills at all levels. As to class programs, BEC revealed expanding or acceptable level, while 
STE and STVEP got accomplished or very good level. A significant difference was noted in the level 
of context clues knowledge when the students were grouped according to class programs. Also, a 
significant difference was recorded in the students’ reading comprehension in the literal, inferential, 
and critical levels when they were grouped according to class programs. Lastly, a significant 
relationship was established between context clues knowledge, and reading comprehension.  

Conclusion. The use of context clues is geared toward enhancing reading skills in the literal, 
inferential, and critical levels. The nature of the class program, the instruction, the curriculum, and 
the teaching styles are factors to consider in the students’ performance. The STE performance could 
be attributed to the quality of English instruction, the inclusion of the research subject, and the use 
of the spiral progression approach. The performance of the STVEP could be linked to the training 
and quality of English instruction also. The performance of the BEC is explained by the basic reading 
instruction in the curriculum. Despite the rigorous instruction in English, the said class revealed 
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an average level in context clues knowledge and weakness in the critical area, signifying a need 
to address their weaknesses through instructional materials. The significant relationship between 
context clues knowledge and reading comprehension reminds English teachers to utilize instructions 
and descriptive approaches in assessing the effectiveness of the English instruction.

Practical Value of the Paper. Based on the results of the study, the research prepared supplementary 
activity worksheets as instructional materials to be used to remediate the difficulties students have 
over the use of context clues to improve their reading comprehension skills. Addressing these 
difficulties would be a measure that can prepare the students for the next English instruction level.  
The researcher recommends using these instructional materials to help students develop their 
reading skills through distance learning under the “new normal” educational system.
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