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the implementation of basic guidance services in Diocesan Catholic schools.

Methods. A descriptive-comparative research design was used to describe the extent and challenges
encountered in implementing basic guidance services of selected Diocesan Catholic schools in
the province of Antique for the academic year 2019-2020. Using the total enumeration, 52 school
personnel and teachers participated, and using stratified random sampling, 678 students participated
in the study. There were 683 school personnel and high school students who participated in the study.
The data was gathered using a validated and reliability tested researcher-made instrument. Mean,
Standard Deviation, frequency count, percentage distribution, Kruskal-Wallis and Mann Whitney U
test were used data analysis.

Results. The findings of the study revealed that the extent of implementation of guidance services
in selected Catholic schools is of great extent, which means that the schools have substantially
implemented the guidance services of the school with placement, and follow-up as the highest and
lowest, respectively. When assessors are grouped according to school origin and designation, the
implementation of guidance services was rated to a great extent. Both students and school personnel
considered placement and follow-up as strong and weak services, respectively. Moreover, the
findings showed that there was a significant difference in the extent of basic guidance services when
assessors are grouped according to the designation and the school of origin on how they viewed
the implementation of the guidance services, namely: information services, individual inventory
services, counseling services, placement services, and follow-up services. Furthermore, the results
revealed that the topmost challenges in the implementation of guidance services were inadequate
facilities, lack of awareness on guidance services among students, basic facilitating skills for teachers,
inadequate time to render guidance services, and inadequate resources for guidance program. The
findings of the study indicate that rendering guidance services has not been easy.

Conclusion. The school program on guidance and counseling services is essential in helping the
educational, vocational, and psychological potentials of the students to their varied preferences.
School heads and the teachers have a huge responsibility to support the guidance designate to
implement the guidance and counseling program for students’ holistic development. However,
there are areas for improvement in the guidance services of Catholic schools so that students can
avail adequate guidance and help in developing their educational, vocational, and psychological
potentials. Hence, it challenges Catholic schools to invest more in training guidance counselors,
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improving facilities, and providing resources vital to fostering and effectively implementing school’s
guidance services. As catholic institutions committed to providing a quality Catholic Education,
guidance and counseling services are essential for student support services, which concern the
holistic development of the students and school personnel.

Practical Value of the Paper. The study significantly contributes to the few existing literature on the
implementation of basic guidance services when grouped according to school origin and designation
of assessors, and challenges encountered by the school personnel and students. In addition, the
findings of the study were used as a baseline to develop a proposed program for the enhancement
of the implementation of basic guidance services.
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